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NOTES. 
The Etymology of OAYCCGYC. 

In any discussion of the etymology of the Greek name of 
Ulysses it is necessary to start from the position reached by 
Kretschmer, Einleitung in die Geschichte der gr. Sprache, pp. 
280-2. The basis of this position is the fact that while the 
familiar form 'oSvaaevs is found only in the Ionic epos, the 
literature under its influence, and an Ionic inscription (miswritten 
'obeva-aeii) on a vase from Apulia, the inscriptions on vases from 
Attica show 'oXvrrevs, or under Doric influence 'oXvovcis (once 
'oX«T(r«w)> from Corinth 'oXiwevs or 'oXvaaevs (?) and from the 
Theban Kabeirion 'o\va<revs and 'oXvcradBas. This material is 
collected in Die griechischen Vaseninschriften (cf. index s. vv.), 
of the same author, and is supported by Quintilian's statement 
that the name was 'o\«roevs in the Aeolic dialect. From this 
Kretschmer rightly concludes that the form with X is original 
and that the Ionic form is due to a connection by popular 
etymology with the verb 6&i<raa<r6ai "to be wroth" — an etymology 
advanced as early as r 407 f. 

iroXkoiGLV yap ly6 ye bdvacdfXEVo^ r<5d' l/cavo, 
av6paaiv ijde ymaifiv ava x$6va TrovXvflorupav 
t£ 6' 'Odvosbf dvo/i' lara inavv/jxrv. 

and which continued to be felt in the time of Sophocles, cf. 
Frag. 880. 

bp$a( S' 'Odvooev£ sl/i' e7r6vv/io( nanoi? 
iroXkoi yap udvcavro dvofievelt; l/noi. 

This not only explains the / of Latin Ulixes (for the x also 
Kretschmer, loc. cit., has found the explanation), but also does 
away with the assumption of a change of 8 into X, which, except 
for Hesychius' gloss : Xd#nj • Sdcpvtj. Uepyatoi, is entirely without 
parallel in the Greek language. It also renders impossible all 
previous attempts at explaining the word, whether by maintaining 
the ancient view of a connection with oSiWao-tfnt — so recently 
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Fick-Bechtel, Die gr. Personennamen, p. 430 : 'o8v<r<reis short 
form of 'OoW<r»-Aaor, or by connecting it with the root of duco — 
so Roscher, Curtius Studien, IV 196-201. 

Starting, then, from the inscriptional forms we have the corre- 
spondence Ionic, Doric (and Aeolic) -aa- equal to Attic -tt- 1 
which points back to a combination of a surd guttural, followed 
by the palatal semi-vowel, and to no other source. Bechtel's 
objection that 'oivaeis with a single sigma cannot be derived 
phonetically from such a combination loses its force in view of 
the ease with which these forms can be explained as due to the 
influence of analogy. For this influence two starting points can 
be shown: 1st, the variation between ASvavd/xevos and aiio-ao, 
a&vo-aro ohvaavTo, and 2d, the frequent doubling of consonants in 
proper names, cf. Brugmann, Gr. Gram. 3 , p. 131, could easily 
have led to the feeling that 'obvaaevs had been derived in this 
way from 'o&vaeis and so produce the latter form. 

The termination -evs is frequently used in the heroic period for 
the formation of short names, cf. Fick-Bechtel, op. cit., p. 375 : 
for its origin cf. Brugmann, IF. ix 365 ff. For our present pur- 
pose it is immaterial whether the name originated with a suffix 
-euo- or -euo-; either position could be maintained, as the two 
classes have been confused by analogy, and in either case the basis 
to be posited would be an 0-stem. 

Applying these facts we reach the conclusion that 'o\va-aeis is 
the short form of a name ending in -oXva-aos for -oXvkios, to which 
I propose to supply as the full forms *AlTokv<ro-os for *Avto\vkios, 
the latter being a dedicatory name from AvtoXvkos, the name of 
Odysseus' maternal grandfather. The passage t 407 f. may then 
be considered as perhaps the last obscure echo of a tradition of 
a connection between these names. 

Of the difficulties in the way of this explanation I am not 
oblivious. In the first place, instead of *AvTo\vKtos, we should 
rather expect *AvroXvKtios in accord with the predominance of this 
form of the suffix in proper names. But this objection may be 
offset by the facts that we are dealing with an extremely early 
formation ; s that the forms in -itos must originally have had by 

1 The forms found in the Theban Kabeirion cannot be pure Boeotian unless 
one would wish to start from Indo-European -ss- (which leads to nothing) and 
see in 'OTivrrevg a hyper-Atticism. 

2 The names AmiXvuoq and *AiiroA«T<70c may well have been in use for 
grandfather and grandson for generations before applied to our hero. 
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their side forms in - k os, employed when the preceding syllable 
was short, cf. Hirt, Handbuch, p. 253 f.; and that the later pre- 
dominance of -t*or in proper names is due to the fact that the 
etymological connection of words formed with it remained clear. 
Finally, as pointed out above, Ionic Doric -era- equal Attic -tt- 
must go back to i following a surd guttural. 

A much more serious difficulty is contained in the fact that 
according to this etymology the short form of the name consists 
of the second element of the compound and a portion of the first 
element. The existence of such a method of formation is not 
generally recognized, though it is difficult to see why it should 
not have existed as well as the familiar reverse type Elpva-deis for 
Evpva-devrjs. Its existence is posited by Hoffmann, BB 22. 135 f., 
to explain the cases of apparent hyphaeresis and aphaeresis 
(additional examples are given by Baunack, Rh. M. 37. 476), 
but this interpretation is disputed by Bechtel, BB. 20. 243 ff.; 
23. 247 ff. It must be remembered also that from the nature of 
the case such forms would be hard to detect — they could be 
posited only on confirmatory evidence such as in the present 
case the occurrence of aIt6\vkos in the same family — and that 
consequently other examples may lurk among the numerous 
puzzles of Greek nomenclature. 

It is, however, possible to explain the present case without 
recourse to such a theory. Phonetic law in obscuring the 
etymology of *Airo-\v<raos paved the way for a false division 
by popular etymology into *Avt-o\v<t<tos, the second half being 
supposedly connected with oXcVo-nc, SWviu, and then the formation 
of 'oXva-a-eis was normal. 

In conclusion, I may point out that an attempt to provide a 
Greek etymology for Odysseus possesses at the present time 
more than a linguistic interest because of the tendency to 
consider him mythically or ethnically (largely on account of 
our inability to etymologize upon his name) a non-Hellenic 
character. 
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Note on Plautus' Mostellaria. Act III, Scene II. 
(Lorenz, Leipsic, 1866). 

Professor Edwin W. Fay has written a learned and, to my mind, 
convincing series of notes on the Mostellaria of Plautus in the 



